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'ED~ AN RETURN a

Betty Ba¥lock, interned 3;'; the country home of a grunpy un­

cle by an aUIit, her father's housekeeper) who could see no valid

exouse for the existence of your t;Sirls, aits upon the garden wall

reading Omar Kha;yyam- one daJ~~ when looking up she sees ooming down

the road an old. man wearing a turban and flowing robes.

"Oh, Hello, Qmar! II 8aclaims Betty. "1

you. II

·Oh Lady ~ I pray that Allah w111 grant

&Dswers the old man. He 'hen prooe

a

tn 8 out the rug in hope tba't 1t 111 oarry ber

nothing reaul. ts. She m3kes up her mind that she haa been s 1 dled,

hen she hears her \.8lo1~ oalling her. He has a tele~am whioh says

sha is to oome home for the oelebration of her birthday and Betty

immediately at'tl'ibuteB the oo-inoidence to the Wish" she made while

kneeling on the rug.

Betty returns home and is given a :frig;1d reoeption by her

Aunt Sarah. Her father also greets her aoMe hat sternly and tells

her it is time that ahe was married. Her lack of enthusiasm is

notioeable, and. he finally delivers an u:'timatun that she must

aooept one of thred suitors who are then in the offing, try ing to

. in the ~ole in the rae,;:: for the Baylook fortune, which it 1s sup~ostJ

Betty 1fi1l inherit from her f~ther, a wealthy all Street operator.

Betty regards all three &8 ·utterl impossible and oonsequer.t

ly 1s in a quandary as to bat to do. While having this soene with

hlm~ he sees her iah1ng-rug \alder a davenport in the library aDd
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tells her to take it back to the bath-room. She declared ind1gnant:L~,.

that it is not a bathrUg and spreads 1t out on the floor.

begins Mr. _Bay~ock, now standing uponnBet ty, I Wish

Bet ty, in the 11ring room surrounded by ~e threet- utters

is saved from an evening of unbea;rabld boredom 'by the arrival of

Oonnie Damarest, lidowed by request, but not disoouraged, who 1s

seeking a s-eoond hueban:i. The girl ignores the three men and talk

of silken pretti s until the men can stand it no longer. They all

came to press their previous proposals, but they finally give up

hope and go home, one by one. As she bids each one -Goodnight -,

Betty says ahe will write a note that night, i,iviDt:. him her answer

Here is the note:

'Dear Fr iend of mine: This is j uat a hurried note to tell

you that I have dtrl'initely made up my mind about my e:lga ement. Be

sure and come earl) tomorro. Betty-. At the bottom she adds the

back JO

the rug, but he is interrupted by hie da~ter Who pushes him off of

it, afraid of hat he may be about to wish.

"I wish I coUld give you everything you want tl, he con­

cluies. She pulls him back on the rUt;; again and asks h1m to repeat

...... is lsh, but the entry of the butler puts an end to the soene•

• A8meillber you must ohoose your future hu8baDd ton ,

i10st8CN.pt : I aQ rltin6 this after 'l violent scene -:ith fathe::.

the note, hcld1D6 herBetty

carefully 0 er the postor1pt w.nile he =eada. Sho has .ent

He 1s bitter~y or'kX>sed and if I rii90b~T hiM, he 'Nill cut me off

i thout a PSIlIl¥.
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tty 1thout a

of the suitors,

living.

o

sell bonda for

<iered ane had aq

ather who had been literally comparine; notes.

under the impre~sion that they

identically the same message to each of the three sUitors.

The next aft ernoon a~ a golf courae where Betty aeeks
#It'

relaxation preparatory to the inevitable scene in the evening when ·aU~.
three suitors are to return in answer to the note, Betty meets for a

moment the habd.somest man she has seen for months. The memory of

his face lingers as she goes home. The handsome stranger had been

aimilarlj impressed. He 1s Jack Grey, who has oreated a furore 1n

New York by stat$ing a funeral procession thrOUgh the heart of the

oity, 1th the hearse bearing the plaoard.: IIHew York is dead.

bury the bur •• The funeral was the end of

That ni~t, while out for a walk, he had. ooen pursued by

several 1n~ nant creditors and bad ooked. 1nto th& first driveway he

came to, hiding 1n the tonneau of a11 d.utomob1le standing there. He baC!.

sout#lt refuge in e,rotmds of the bC'ylock home, at the ~omertt Betty

as facing the acoU8in~ eyt:s of the "three a-uitors and an an81'~

penny of her father's mon~y, told her that she would obey hie

ishee, but the thirdteolared that money macte no differenoe to him

and. had ur~ed her to marry him at onoe..

Ut'on learning hat Betty had d.one, Y.r. Baylook tells her

e must stop her nonsense and ohoose one of the three within an hoUl:'.

She SajyS that she "111 60 for a drive and r&tvn within

he speoified twe to announce the nam of her future hu,band.
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. Grey, hidin~, in the back of her machine, goes with her on

the dr ive. When she discovers him there the acquaintance started in

the afternoon on the golf links grows rapidly and she finally offers

him a job posing as her fiance. They return to the Baylock "howe and

Bet ty dramat 1cally announces that Jack Grey i9 the man she has .

decided to marry. Her father, Whose oontempt has been aroused for

Grey by the "funeral of New York- is very angry.

Followints; a violent scene, Betty and Jack are finally left

alone. She says if she were really married her father ooUldn't ship

her around,..~d leave her at Unole Geor~e 'a when he W88

does the chivalroua th1

8 tells him to get the l1oen9~ as BOon &s possible.

Betty is to be sent back to thcle Geort>~ls for he ..illful­

ne9s, but not until after the birthday arranged for the next after­

noon. But While the party is in progress Jack sneaks into Baylook

garden with a minister and a marr1~e license, Betty slips &W8'3 from

the guests for a few minutes, ani they march forth as man and wife,

accompanied by the minister. There is consternation among the guests

and Bet ty 's family. Her f ather declares he ill disown her.

Jack declares ti) V.r. Baylock that h~ married BettY beoause

he loves her and asks if there is nothin~ he can do to make himself

acceptable as a -son-in-law. Baylook sneF.ringly tells Jack to'make

back the $100,000 he haa just squandered.

The bride and groom gcoom iP to Jack's bachelor aPa-~ment,

here Jack.s ing,s a hammock in the kitchen for himaelf, and eets l.\J

an office in the effort to ~quire the . 00,000 and sho Baylook that

his new son- -law is not a total loss after all.

-
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About· this time Jack learns of a peculiarity of Bayloo~?s

~ha.t seems pregnant 'iVith possibilities. Baylock has a habi t of­

writing business memoranda on his cuff. Jack surreptitiously gathers

Utl a bundle of Baylock1 s coiled shirts and from the bits of informa­

tion on the cuffs plans to step in on a big business deal that Baylook

h~s under way.-.Baylock is, trying quietlr to aoquire oontrol of a·

oertain corporation and must gather in all the stook beoause he has

aJ.-ready entered into a oontract to deliver a oontrollin~ interest to

anothe~ conoern. With what money he oan raiae, Jack.starts buy1n

small blooks of the stook.

Meanwhila, Connie Demar~st,

axes at

divoroe. Connie's efforts to be a sucoessful oo-respondent eet itb

no ent~laam from Betty. Oonnie, aside from her Oln interest in

iaok, is also actuated by the offer from Betty's father of 10,000 if

she can get Betty to divorce Jack.

Jaok tells Betty of a oountrr llace at Eden, which had been•
overlooked by by his oraditors, and said he had hoped to go there for

their honeymoon, but t~at they will have to postpone the trip until

after he sVings the hUld.r~d thousand dollar deal.

Baylock suddenly discovers sornoone else is play ing in his

stock game. He tells hie legal adviser that a man named Grey, a

str::mger to him, has bou6ht up a lot of tne. stodk Baylook is try ing

Greyout at any prioe, as Baylock must make good on his contract to

deliver oontrol of th~ co~oration.

to acquire. The. old man's lawyer says e only thing to do 1s to b~
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So Baylook \alla on the stranger, Grey, and learns 1:t is

his detested son-in-law. Jack, thinking he has Baylook on t~e hiP ..

~xplains how he got the business tips from Baylock's cuffs. The

old man is furious. He deolares that he had given up that deal lonK

"2,0 and that he is not longer trying to get con+;rol of the corp6ra.­

tion. This is a sad bloW' to Jack as the J.atter had mortaged

everyth1n~ he owned to buy the stock on a margin.

Ba¥lock 1s about to leave the apartment without forgiving

Betty for marry ing Jack, but the father's affdotion overoomes him

and he takes Betty into his arms. While he is 8IIlbracing her Betty

notioes on her father 's ouff another note to. b

ana1t at

•
the stooke

-one hWldred ---- begins Jack ------and fifth thousand

dollars", Betty oonolmee. Baylook :real1zes that he 1s being held

up, but he gives Jack a cheok, sayine; man ho can c:lean up a fortWle

on a. pile of dirty shirts is a smart fellow. Baylock then turns to

Connie, who is alao present, and tells her insteai of gi ving ~O,OOO

to get them divorced, he will give her ~:lO,OOO to keep them married.

Betty suggests that he g1ve Connie ~O,OOO to leave them alone, and

then Jack an1. Betty olinc1l.

to bW all the 01.1 man had. They stre the house :ith them, tear ~

the return co~on3 of their tiokets to Eden, and. live h pl1y ever

The EDd.after.

At the OOlmtry ~)l9.Ce at Eden, where Jack and Betty have

Qone for a real honeymoon, the old man who had. sold Betty the wishi '-'

rug oomes along no selling them as bath r~78. Jack oalla Betty to

see tf she aLts one, all,i Nhen she sees what they are, slie tells
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